Fhe gw.)pee aﬁ Luke tells us that

when Joseph and Mary came to Bethlehem
and after Jesus was bomn, he had to be laid in a
manger for feeding animals because there was
no room for him or his family anywhere else
in Bethlehem. And there are a couple of ways
to understand this part of the story of Jesus’
birth, especially at this busy time of the year.

The crowded inn the night of Jesus’ birth

can make us ask, “There was no room for Je-

s 7 sus, then, is there room now?” Today we
. W Thoughts from would be speaking about our hearts, our lives,
f _}3,%; the Heart our calendars, our checkbooks, our priorities,

" our homes, and the larger world in which we

live. The crowded inn in Luke’s gospel can
By Pastor symbolize idols, commitments, and desires —

Katie Ho pper which deliberately or not — crowd Christ out
of our lives.

In the book of Revelation which closes the New Testament, Jesus says, “Behold, I stand at the
door and knock...” (Revelation 3:20). Many artists who have made paintings depicting this verse do
not place a door handle on the outside of the door where Jesus is standing. This means that only we
can open that door of faith to Christ and give him the invitation to enter the “inns” that are our hearts,
minds, and lives.

There is another thought to ponder as we consider these two passages from Scripture. Because
Luke speaks of a manger, we know he is talking about the place where the animals stayed. In other
words, not the most attractive or pleasant smelling room in the house! We tend to do the opposite. We
might actually let Jesus in to the rooms in our house which are clean or the most decorated. But what
about the closets, storage areas, laundry rooms or other areas where things are piled high to the ceiling
—in other words, the rooms that we do not let company see?

In most homes, these are usually the rooms which need the most attention but usually get the
least because of lack of time and a variety of other reasons. These are the rooms, though, that Christ
desires the most to enter. We forget that he was born in a stable for animals, he can take it! He actual-
ly looks to be invited into those rooms that are messy; those rooms with stored-away hurts, grudges,
harmful habits, failures, and regrets which we do want anyone else to see. What a cleaning and resto-
ration job Christ can do with our lives if we were to let him enter these rooms!

Christ longs to be welcome at our table, no matter how messy the kitchen. He knocks and
seeks to enter and help us get to work at the task of refreshing and renewing our lives in God’s image.
He does not enter to criticize or “white glove” the place for dust or just hang around to be nosey, he
enters to help.

Luke again tells us that there was no room at the inn when Jesus was bom in the stable, is
there room in our life for him now? And are we willing to let him enter the rooms and areas of our

lives which need the most restoration and help? I hope so.

Lovingly this Advent season, Pastor Katie



Children’s Conner
By Betty McFaland

Children’s Christmas Program is December 8th during the 10 xxcjgg OIQ
a.m. worship service. All children are invited to join us at 9

a.m. each Sunday for practice for the Christmas play. There will @i} o

also be a Saturday practice on the 7th of December from 9-11 a.m. // r X2 Q\ ° 4. 2 -
Children 3 thru 12 years of age are invited to participate in the ] '\-,-
Christmas program. Any questions, please call Mrs. McFarland at flj .,( |\ - )
762-8109 or 762-5151 during the day. The youth of the church are ) \\/ (" \ /' /
invited to help with the Children’s Christmas Program. There may \ T ' o ' )
even be a part for you. Everyone make plans for this Special day l l \ ‘ ‘ “ \

where God’s children will perform for all.

HKainos School News
By Betty McFadand

Kairos School will have a float in the Christmas Parade on December 7th. Children need to be at the float site
around 11:15 to get on the float before the parade starts at 11:30. All children and parents need to dress warm
because it is usually CoLD. Please bring a blanket to sit on or wrap up in. The theme for the parade is “I'm
Dreaming of a White Christmas.”

The Kairos Christmas Program is on December 15th at 4 p.m. in the sanctuary of the church. All children
need to be at Kairos at 3:45 p.m. in the classrooms. Following the Kairos Christmas program, there will be a
Birthday Party for Jesus. There will be cake and drinks for all. The children may bring a food donation
for Jesus’ Birthday which will be given to the Food Pantry of Monticello.

Christmas Parties will be on December 19 and 20. The children will bring a small gift to exchange with the other
children in their class.

Christmas Vacation will start on December 23 and go thru January 3, 2014. School will resume on Janu-
ary 6 & 7.

God Bless you all!!
Betty McFarland






