Thaughts fram the Heart by Fastar Hatic Happer

Suggested Scriptures: Matthew 6:25-34; Ephesians 6:10-18; & Colossians 3:12-17

Some of you reading these words might be old enough to remember the Irving Berlin 1948 musical,
“The Easter Parade,” starring Judy Garland and Fred Astaire. Every other Easter or so I'll find myself singing
or humming its signature song about one’s Easter bonnet being worn in the Easter parade. And it is true that we
occasionally enjoy getting new clothes, be it for Easter, Christmas, a change of seasons, or for a special event or
activity. Many of us have heard expressions like, “clothes make the man or woman.” When I was in college, I
remember coming across a book in the campus book store entitled, Dress for Success. I've also noticed on tele-
vision what seem to be an almost proliferation of “make-over” shows for both men and women. And clothes are
important — for work, leisure, sleep, meetings, school, outings, and all of life’s activities.

However, Jesus would tell us that they are important only to a certain extent, for our Savior is interested
in our spiritual clothing which is frequently neglected or forgotten. And if we claim to be Easter people and dis-
ciples of the risen Lord Jesus Christ, there is an expected dress code as we seek to minister in Christ’s name
through thought, word, deed, at work, at home, or in the community. The Apostle Paul helps us understand what
it really means to dress for Easter.  As a prisoner, Paul at times was chained or handcuffed to soldiers and he
became very familiar with their uniform and battle dress. So later in his ministry he writes a letter which eventu-
ally ended up in the care of the church at Ephesus. The letter describes the spiritual dress for the Christian in the
imagery of an armored soldier. Calling the dress, “the Armor of God,” this is what it includes:

o “Belt of truth” — around our waists — character will always be one of our best witnesses and if Christ

fully embodies the truth of God, we should want to do and act as Christ would in our daily lives.

o “Breastplate of righteousness™ — seeking through the Holy Spirit for the transformation of our hearts
and lives by loving and seeking what is good according to Christ.

o “Feet fitted with readiness” — a soldier’s sandals in Paul’s day enabled the fighter to march and move
quickly into battle. The footwear that Paul has in mind are sandals of peace and assurance which en-
able the believer to quickly and unashamedly move to witness, defend, and articulate the Christian
faith when called for.

« “Shield of faith™ — there was an elongated shield specifically fitted with layers and pieces of soft
wood which allowed flaming arrows to be absorbed into the surface but extinguish the flames. The
flaming arrows of this world include any temptation which would make us put our faith in anything
other than Christ — personal behavior, excuse-making, prejudice, injustice, possessions, and addic-
tions.

e “Helmet of salvation™ — beginning with the head, we are protected from debilitating spiritual harm
through the presence of Christ by the Holy Spirit. The helmet of faith we are able to wear because
Christ has paid the price and won the battle for our salvation on Good Friday and Easter. Christ’s
crown of thorns is now our helmet of salvation.

e “Sword of the Spirit™ — which is the Word of God. The old Prussian General’s statement about mili-
tary procedure being done “by the instruction book™ applies here. The written Word of God in the
Bible fully reveals God’s mighty acts having their completion in Jesus Christ. The words give us the
guidance and tools by which we live the Christian life and fight spiritual battles.

e “Other outer garments” — these are items of dress described by Paul in another letter written about
the same time as Ephesians to the Colossians. One might call these accessories in today’s clothing
market, but for the disciple, they are not an option — compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, pa-
tience, love, forgiveness, peace, and thanksgiving.

And notice how all of these items of dress together make for the spiritual covering
of the whole body and person. Faith and Christian living, in other words, is meant to be an
act of the whole self-—heart, mind, tongue, and will. And these items of spiritual clothing
are what enable us to communicate the Gospel of the Risen Lord Jesus Christ to others and
also strengthen and train us in faith each day of our lives. Christ’s articles of spiritual
clothing—don’t get dressed or leave home without them! We will begin a sermon series
on them following Easter!

Lovingly, Pastor Katie



News from Presbyterian Women

Beginning with the March 3 coffee hour, church-goers will notice an addition to the refreshment
table in the overflow room. A small bank, in the shape of a globe, will be available for donations to the Pres-
byterian Hunger Program. The globe bank will also make an appearance at church potlucks. Your pennies,
nickels, and dimes can help end hunger worldwide! First Presbyterian’s participation in the Hunger Program
is one of the activities of our church’s Presbyterian Women organization and is in keeping with the PW’s
purpose to support the mission of the church worldwide.

Other purposes are to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study and also to work for justice and
peace, and to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church
(USA) and witness to the promise of God’s kingdom. Our church has two Circles of Presbyterian Women.
The Friendship Circle meets at 6 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each month, usually at a local restaurant or a
member’s home, for a time of food, fellowship, and miscellaneous study. Chairman is Janice Shiffer, 217-
621-9736. The Mary-Martha Circle meets at 7 p.m. on the second Monday of each month, usually in the
church parlor, for fellowship and the Horizons Bible study. Chairman is Paula Connelly, 217-762-9583.

All women of the church are invited to participate in PW by joining one—or both—of the two Circle groups.
All-Daughter Event will be held on April 27th. Ladies, please mark your calendars for this special time!

College/Youth Breakfast with Pastor

Our college/youth age folks will be meeting with Pastor Katie for breakfast and fellowship and prayer
on March 24" (Palm Sunday) at Red Wheel. Come share the happenings and plan other fun and spiritual
events. We are proud of our college/youth group. They have an average attendance of 3 when they gather.
Keep them in your prayers.

Living Last Supper Celebration
March 28th at 7:00 p.m. we will gather at tables in the fellowship hall to observe and celebrate the
Last Supper. There will be thirteen men on the stage in a set up similar to the Leonardo da Vinci painting of
the Last Supper. They will together speak and recreate the drama of that last night with the Savior before His
arrest and crucifixion. The evening will conclude with the celebration of the Lord’s Supper at each table by
all participating. Join us and bring a friend.

Good Friday Service of Darkness (Tenebrae)

Tenebrae is a Latin word for shadows. This service, also called a Service of Darkness is meant to rec-
reate the emotions of the last hours of Jesus” life, known as the Passion. March 29th at 7:00 pm, we will
gather in the sanctuary to observe this Tenebrae on Good Friday. This solemn day is called “Good™ because
we live on the Easter side of the cross. The service will include a moving presentation of the Seven Last
Words of Christ from the Cross in scripture and song from our gifted Chancel Choir. This will be a deeply
spiritual night to join together in worship and meditation. Plan to leave the sanctuary in silence after the
Christ candle is extinguished, symbolizing the death of Christ.

This year’s community service will be held at noon on Good Friday, March 29th at The Nazarene
Church. The preacher will be the new Methodist pastor, Greg Colter. There will also be special music.
Come observe one of the Holiest days of the year, the day Christ died for You.

Easter Morning

The morning will start off with a breakfast at 9 am in the Fellowship Hall. Fol-
lowed by morning worship with praise in songs, scriptures and the resurrection message.
CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN!!



Cleitdvern’s Cavner By Petty MeFaand

March is a busy but very exciting month for the church. There are many activities in which you can participate.

March 3 is the 3rd Sunday of Lent and communion Sunday. Each Sunday, Pastor Katie is asking families to
participate in one of the Lenten Sundays (March 10, 17 and 24) during the 10 am worship service. To find out
more, please call Pastor Katie at the church office.

Palm Sunday is March 24th and the children will help the clowns by parading with palm branches around the
sanctuary. The Children’s Choir will also sing on this Sunday. Please mark your calendars!

Easter Sunday is March 31st! During children’s church, there will be an Easter Egg Hunt. Anyone who would
like to donate plastic eggs filled with treats can bring them to Mrs. McFarland or leave them in the church office.
The children enjoy hunting for eggs. Thanks for your donations!
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Summer will be here soon so please inquire about camps. If you would like (o go to Camp this
summer, please talk with Mrs. McFarland or Pastor Katic. Il you need a scholarship, please let me know.

Raivas Schiaal By Petty McFaarnd

The Kairos Circus is coming to town! The children in the 4 and 4/5-year-old classes will be performing the cir-
cus for their families, friends, and the church family. The date is March 13 at 10:30 am and 2:30 pm in the Fellow-
ship Hall. The children will learn about what you must do to put on a circus. There will be clowns, elephants,
prancing ponies, wild animals, monkeys, magician, tightrope walkers and flying trapeze. The children will wear
costumes and the Fellowship Hall will look like a circus tent. Come One, Come All! To the Kairos Circus!

Spring Break is March 18-23 for all Monticello Schools! School resumes on March 25th but NO SCHOOL on
Friday, March 29 (Good Friday) and Monday, April 1.

Kairos children will be talking about Easter . . . the true meaning of Easter . . . and what traditional things we do
for Easter?






