
A Message from Pastor Paul 
The Lord is good! Iôm thankful to be in a community that rejoices with the good as we live our lives giving glory to 

God.  This is a wonderful season with the leaves turning and school underway. Iôm learning more about the town and 

the region.  I went to Kemmemer Village for the first time and saw the buildings and heard from our host how they are 

helping so many, continuing the century long tradition. The church already knows this but we are blessed to be close 

enough to help with cleanup days or visit during anniversaries. We are also blessed with other ministries such as sup-

porting a mission co-worker during our 5th Sunday offering this month. FPC is also helping to support the local Fel-

lowship of Christian Athletes representative who leads weekly gatherings with students with Bible studies. There is 

much in the life of the Spirit that we can rejoice in and participate and we look forward to where God will lead us next.  

Stewardship! 

Commitment Sunday is November 16th, you should have your letter and pledge card sent to you already. 

"Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 

need, you will abound in every good work."  (2 Cor. 9:7-8) Stewardship is centered around the reality and presence of 

Christ in our lives and in the world. It involves a careful and caring use of our spiritual and physical resources. Stew-

ardship is what we do after confessing belief in Jesus Christ. Stewardship is a natural, loving, and joyful response to 

want to grow in a personal relationship with Christ and to share Christ with others. Living a Christ-like life happens by 

practicing stewardship of self (growing and maturing in our faith),stewardship of community (service to our human 

communities and physical environment), and stewardship of resources (gifts of time, talent, and money). 

 

In a Christian life, 100% of what we do is stewardship. Stewardship is present in every activity of the church, in its mu-

sic, outreach, worship, prayer, and congregational life. Supporting stewardship means that you support developing a 

deeper relationship with Christ and sharing the eternal gift of Christ with others through the churchôs ministries and the 

church community. Our church has a distinguished record of leadership in the community. 

 

What Can You Do? 

Pledge Your Time, Talents, and Treasures: Pledging is a very important part of the churchôs planning and budgeting 

process. Your financial pledge enables the church to plan ahead, fulfilling its mission and ministries. Your pledge of 

time and talent is also of great value in accomplishing the services and ministries in the body of Christ. Be alert to an-

swer the call for specific needs that arise each year, needs announced in the churchôs newsletter or in the Sunday bulle-

tin; or as so led to give a weekly offering in church, or make other, pledged or non-pledged gifts. Church leaders are 

interested in helping you grow spiritually by learning about your God-given talents and interests and connect you to 

activities where you may spiritually grow and serve as a disciple to others. 

 

Each fall First Presbyterian Church conducts a stewardship campaign and asks its members to complete a Financial and 

a Time and Talents pledge. Your gifts, all talents, all activities, large or small, are vital to the health of the church and 

you are cordially invited to participate in those that appeal to you. 



Womenôs Retreat on November 15 

ñDo not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your re-

quests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus.ò Philippians 4:6-7 

 

All women of the First Presbyterian Church are invited to attend ñToo Blessed to Be Stressed,ò a 

one-day retreat on Saturday, Nov. 15 at the home of Julie Clodfelter. 

The retreat will be lead by Jeanette Hoss. She is the Executive Director for Love in the Name of 

Christ of Vermilion County and a member of the First Presbyterian Church in Danville where she 

has facilitated the womenôs retreat for four years. Jeanette has led several womenôs Bible studies 

and often finds the Lord leading her in the direction of womenôs ministries. 

 

The November 15 retreat will begin with breakfast at 8:30 a.m. followed by Jeanetteôs presentation, including a craft, 

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with a 45 minute break for lunch approximately at noon. The retreat closes at 4 p.m. and the 

cost is $10, checks made out to Presbyterian Women. Money can be given to Maggie Schwarzentraub or put in the 

PW mailbox at the church. A sign-up sheet is located at the back of the sanctuary. 

 

The retreat will also include the reveal of Secret Sisters and drawing of new Secret Sisters. If youôre unable to attend 

the retreat but wish to participate in Secret Sisters, please contact Maggie Schwarzentraub. 

 

Please join us for a day of spiritual growth, sharing, fellowship and fun! 



Childrenõs Ministry 

Sunday School at 9am continues to be a great program for the elementary and middle school students as well as our 

high school youth who are also growing in their faith.  We are blessed with worship leadership with Marilyn Arm-

strong and Jeff Clodfelter to start off the hour where we sing fun worship songs to warm us up for the day.  The 

younger kids then go to their classroom to learn from their excellent teacher Kaylin Westray, and the middle schoolers 

go to their classroom downstairs and discuss faith and life with Pastor Paul. 

 

The Clown Report            By Butterfly the Clown 

As the Thanksgiving holiday approaches, we are reminded of our need to think and reflect on the many 

reasons to thank the Lord. 

 

The ñJestersò want to say, ñTHANK YOUò to Pastor Paul and our church for all your acceptance, your 

care, and your support. We need to remember that God is at the heart of our mission. We thank Him for 

the inspiration, the spirit, and the energy He gives us to serve Him, as well as our church and our com-

munity ð in our own unique way.  

ñJesters for Jesusò wish all of you a loving and joyous Thanksgiving. 

 

ñButterflyò the clown 

 

New Date for the Greening of the Church! 

On November 30, the Worship Committee asks that you stay after the Sunday service to help 

with the decoration of the church in preparation for the Advent and Christmas seasons. Stay for 

some fun, fellowship, and decorating with your church family! 

 

Tailgate Party! 

No one tailgates like Presbyterians, right? Well we can certainly put that theory to a test. 

Whether you are a sports fan, a fair weather Illini fan, or just a fan of fair weather, please 

join us for our first ever indoor tailgating party on November 1 at 6 pm. We will watch the 

Illini try and defeat Ohio State but regardless of that outcome, the food will be the star of 

our party. Please bring your best tailgating food ever and weôll guarantee  someone will 

bring chili and hot dogs. Weôll celebrate or commiserate  at the half with decadent desserts 

too! See you tailgating fans at the game!           
Free Community CPR and First Aid Classes Offered! 

The classes are free and each successfully completed class comes with an American HeartSaver Certification card. All 

registrants must be 14 years of age or older. Space is limited and registration and book 

pick-up at the  First Presbyterian Church of Monticello at 214 S. Charter St., Monticello is 

required no later than November 3. At least 8 students must register for each class in order 

for the class to be held. 

Where: First Presbyterian Church of Monticello at 214 S Charter St., Monticello 

When: November 17, 2014 

 CPR with AED: 2-5:30 pm 

 First Aid: 6-9 pm 

How to register: Please call the church office at (217) 762-7861 or e-mail montpres@frontier.com 



Letter from Child Fund, Angola 

June 5, 2014 

Dear Sponsor,  

I hope this letter will find you, your family and friends in good health. 

I am your sponsored child Wangua Lino. I am doing fine as well as my family. 

I am really happy to be your sponsored child. I am concerned about you because it has 

been so long without hearing from you. 

I am 5 years old. I am a friendly and fun child. I enjoy playing soccer with my friends. 

Thanks to your monthly contributions, my community now has potable water. God 

bless you. 

 

Written by: Alda (Community Mobilizer) 

 

 

 

Thank you,  

Janet Lamb  

              Mission Committee 

 

 

MISSION REPORT:   

During the last month, five and a half gallons of soup have been delivered to the Times Men's Shelter and people have 

served at Dinner Downtown Decatur. On October 18, we delivered Box Tops for Education, as well as formal wear, to 

Kemmerer Village when we went there for our Clean-Up Day. I'd like to thank all that participated in and supported 

these efforts. 

 

Please keep Paul Adams in your prayers as he continues his work with Marion Medical Mission. He is in Africa in-

stalling wells for freshwater for God's people. May God also grant him peace and safe passage in his journey home. 

We look forward to his testimony on his experiences. 

 

Going forward, we will be doing Operation Christmas Child with box collection between the 17th and 24th of Novem-

ber for Samaritanôs Purse. Boxes will be ordered soon for this purpose. I will keep you posted on any more mission 

opportunities that arise. 

 

May God's peace be with you always, 

       Andy Lamb   

Wangua Lino 



  

Reminder: Daylight Saving 

Time Ends! 

November 2 ð Set your clocks 

back! 

  

Please note: The church office will be 

closed November 27 and 28 due to the 

Thanksgiving holiday! 

Fair Trade Chocolate 

Be on the lookout for fair trade chocolate bars during the 

month of November! 

Holiday Gift Certificates 

The Deacons will be doing their Holiday Gift Certificates 

again this year! If anyone wants to make a donation to the 

Holiday Gift Certificates, please do so by November  2nd. 

Housewarming Items for Pastor Paul 
Some people have wondered if Pastor Paul needs any more furniture for his house and he does but hasn't 

been forthcoming with what he might need.  In anticipation of his family visiting around Christmas he 

would appreciate if there were two beds that need a new home.  Full or queen size preferred but any size 

would be great.  If there are other items that also are looking for a new home like shelves, night stands, 

lamps, sofas, etc. 

 

Monticello Fighting Hunger 
The community of Monticello has a strong tradition of coming together to make a difference!  For that reason, representa-

tives from several organizations are planning a ñMonticello Fighting Hungerò mass meal packaging event to be held Satur-

day February 28, 2015 at the Monticello Middle School, from 9am to 3pm.  We have done this work with this organization 

during Mission Monticello 2014 Vacation Bible School.  This time will be for 100,000 meals!  Volunteer shifts are in 2-hour 

increments.  We would like to sign up as a church.  If you are interested in serving that morning, noon or early afternoon let 

us know soon, spots are filling up particularly at the 9am to 11am slot. 

 

A Note from Pastor Paul Regarding Books 
I have been asked what books do I read or recommend.  In addition to daily Bible reading and quiet 

time alone with God, as a church I encourage people to read "Unbinding the Gospel" by Martha Grace 

Reese, for the discussion it has stirred up for those who have read it and especially since we have a few 

more copies to give out.  I have also picked up some books on our Presbyterian faith, anticipating 

teaching some of the material for new members and confirmation, but they are also good for any of us 

who would like to know more about some of the particular aspects of our reformed faith.  They are 

placed by our library shelves in the parlor and free to whoever would like to read them, the same goes 

for any of the books on those shelves. 

 

Presbyterian Hunger Fund Coffee Sales 

Coffee sales for the Presbyterian Hunger Fund are ongoing! You can purchase organic, fair 

trade coffee for prices varying from $6.50 to $8. As Pastor Paul says, this coffee is:  

ñGood for them, good for you, good for everybody!ò  

 

Choir Appreciation Sunday 

November 9th will be Choir Appreciation Sunday. When you see a choir member give him/her a 

big, ñThank you,ò for their beautiful voices and let them know how much you appreciate the 

music they supply for worship.   And donôt forget to thank the choir director and organist! 

2015 Budgets Due 

Committee budgets for 2015 need to be 

submitted to the Secretary by Wednes-

day, November 12! 
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      1  

7 am Menôs Meet-

ing 

6 pm Tailgate 

Party 

2  

Communion 

9 am SS 

10 am Worship 

 

Daylight  

saving time 

ends 

3 

6:30 pm TOPS 

 

7 pm  Adult Bible 

Study in Parlor 

4    Election Day 
6-8 pm  Stephen 

Ministers Train-

ing in Parlor 

5 

6 pm Choir 

7 pm Kairos 

Board Meeting in 

Parlor 

7 pm Worship 

Meeting 

6 

9 am Womenôs 

Breakfast at 

Red Wheel 

 

8 pm TN Group 

7 8  

7 am Menôs Meet-

ing 

11am-5pm Bridal 

Shower 

9  Choir  

Appreciation   
9 am SS 

10 am Worship 

11:15 am  

Deaconôs Meeting 

10 

6:30 pm TOPS 

7 pm Mary-

Martha Circle 

7 pm  Adult Bible 

Study in Parlor 

11 Veteranôs Day 

6 pm Friendship  

             Circle 

12 

6 pm Choir 

7 pm CE Meeting 

13 

9 am Womenôs 

Breakfast at 

Red Wheel 

7 pm Missions 

Meeting 

8 pm TN Group 

14 15  

7 am Menôs Meet-

ing 

8:30am-4pm 

Womenôs Retreat  

 

16 

Pledge Sunday 

9 am SS 

10 am Worship 

17  

2-5:30 pm CPR 

Training  

6-9 pm First Aid 

Training  

6:30 pm TOPS 

 

18 

 

19 

6 pm Choir 

7 pm Session 

Meeting 

 

20  

9 am Womenôs 

Breakfast  at 

Red Wheel 

10am-4pm  

Presbytery Meet-

ing in Effingham 

8 pm TN Group 

21 

Deadline for sub-

mitting TT calen-

dar and events 

22  

7 am Menôs Meet-

ing 

23   

9 am SS 

10 am Worship 

24 

6:30 pm TOPS 

 

 

25 

 

26  

6 pm Choir 

 

December Tower 

Tidings Mailed 

27  

 

28 29  

7 am Menôs Meet-

ing 

30 1st Sunday of 

Advent 

Greening of the 

Church 

9 am SS 

10 am Worship 

      

Church Office Closed 
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