
Pastor Paul’s Post 
Happy Independence Day! We have much to be thankful for and celebrate on the birthday of our country. 
We are always a work in progress. It may come in fits and starts with corrections and new developments, 
but we can be a thankful people and continue the work started centuries ago. This idea comes up in our 
Presbyterian branch of the big "C" church. You may have heard the phrase, ñreformed and always reform-
ing,ò or sometimes just, ñalways reforming.ò The verb is passive: the church is not, ñalways reforming,ò 
but is, ñalways being reformed,ò by the Spirit of God through the Word. I want to share a paragraph from 
Michael Horton (ligonier.org), a theology professor, on some thoughts on our spiritual heritage: 
 
"It is not because the culture is always changing and we need to be up with the times, but because we are 
always in need of being re-oriented to the Word that stands over us, individually and collectively, that the 
church can never stand still. It must always be a listening church. ñFaith comes by hearing, and hearing 
through the word of Christò (Rom 10:17). Personally and corporately, the church comes into being and is 
kept alive by hearing the gospel. The church is always on the receiving end of Godôs good gifts as well as 
His correction. The Spirit does not lead us apart from the Word but directs us back to Christ as He is re-
vealed in Scripture. We always need to return to the voice of our Shepherd. The same gospel that creates 
the church sustains and renews it. Our personal conformity to the Word that Paul commands in Romans 12 
is never completed in this life, and the same is true of the church in this present age." 
 
I was impressed by his words and the ideas behind them as I reflected on the bi-yearly General Assembly 
of our denomination. There was over a week of many national committees and groups that make up the 
PCUSA as they worked out direction and movements for the Church. This year it was held in Portland, 
OR. In two years it will be in St. Louis. For those interested in the news from this year's meeting, go to the 
website of the Office of the General Assembly: oga.pcusa.org. 
 
I'll finish with some final thoughts by Michael Horton: "When Godôs Word is the source of our life, our 
ultimate loyalty is not to the past as such or to the present and the future, but to óthat Word above all earth-
ly powôrs,ô to borrow from Lutherôs famous hymn. Neither behind us nor ahead of us, but above us, reigns 
our sovereign Lord over His body in all times and places. When we invoke the whole phrase — óthe church 
Reformed and always being reformed according to the Word of Godô — we confess that we belong to the 
church and not simply to ourselves and that this church is always created and renewed by the Word of 
God..."  

Wear Your Favorite T-Shirt to Church! 
Worship Committee is hosting: ñWear your favorite t-shirt to church day!ò This can be a 
church shirt, a sports team, camps, etc.—itôs your church and we hope to see a lot of varie-
ty! 

http://ligonier.org
http://oga.pcusa.org


Beef House Dinner Theater! 
The E&F Committee is taking reservations for a trip to the Beef House Dinner Theater to see 
"Oklahoma" on Saturday, July 30. Doors open at 6:00 pm (Eastern) and the show starts at 8:00 pm 
(Eastern). We will carpool from the church at 3:30 (Central). Please make your reservation 
with payment of $44/person by calling or e-mail Julie Clodfelter no later than Sunday, June 5.     

Confirmation! 
The next confirmation meeting is Sunday, July 24th, from 5-6:30. This is for students and mentors. We will be going 
over any questions and beginning to talk about forming a personal "Statement of Faith." Dinner will be provided. 

Faith in Place 
The Christian environmental group would like to have a meeting for interested people on Wednesday, July 20th, be-
fore Session from 6-7 p.m. This is a state group who empower Illinois people of all faiths to be leaders in caring for 
the Earth, provide resources to educate, connect, and advocate for healthier communities. Cindy Shepherd will lead 
this meeting. Fore more info see:  http://www.faithinplace.org/news-events/events/monticello-get-know-faith-place 

Local Backpack Program! 
If you know of any families with children enrolled in a Piatt County school this Fall (Aug. 2016) who 
are in need of a backpack and/or school supplies, please have them complete this application form 
BEFORE July 31st. This is for children Kindergarten through High School. They can also find 
the link to this form on our website: 
http://www.asmallhand.org/starting-out-right.html  

Coffee is here! 
The latest delivery from Equal Exchange just arrived and there is plenty of coffee for sale in the office 
from this nonprofit partner. Please come by if you are interested! 

Thank you! 
A huge, THANK YOU, to everyone that helped in any way, shape, or form, to make the 
June 4, Air National Guard Band concert a success. Everything you did helped to make it 
go smoothly.   Here are a few of the things that people volunteered to help with: Collating 
and stuffing envelopes, handing out fliers, helping with figuring out advertising, decorating 
the Fellowship Hall for the lunch (which was generously donated for the band), making a 
yummy black bean salad to go with their hot lunch, helping with serving and cleaning up 
after the lunch, showing the band members into and around the church, donating bottled 
water and helping to sell it, popping popcorn to sell, painting a sign for ñDrop Off Parking,ò 

helping with parking needs, hauling big items and moving them around, setting up chairs for the concert and tak-
ing them down afterwards, helping to make and serve the generously donated ñto-goò sack lunch for each band 
member after the concert, making cookies for those sack lunches, making an announcement to the church about 
the event, speaking with Kirby ambulance drivers (if to be held at Forest Preserve pavilion), making arrangements 
with our local VFW/American Legion for a Color Guard to present the colors at the event...The list goes on. 
Thank you everyone! 
— E & F Committee 

Ladiesô Retreat! 
Please mark your calendars for this relaxing, inspiration, ñme-time,ò retreat for ladies! Jeanette 
Hoss from Danville Presbyterian Church will be our guest retreat leader. The retreat will be held on 
Saturday, August 27, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Lunch will be served. Look for the August Tower 
Tidings for more details! We hope you plan to attend! 

http://www.asmallhand.org/starting-out-right.html


 

The Mission Report 

The middle school mission trip week in Indianapolis was great! We were able to 
have ten students and two adult leaders work hard and play hard in that large city to 
our East. We fit into two vans that took us to different places all over the metro area. 
A huge highlight was staying at the very large Second Presbyterian Church on North 
Meridian. Church buildings are always fun to explore, there was just so much more 
to discover in their building. We were honored to be there since not many groups 

ask to stay. The group put in the hours sorting clothes, labeling food items, helping clients get groceries, and 
stocking the food bank's line as people got what they needed. Our group also worked with kids in an art pro-
gram, weeded, and leveled a small yard. They learned more about poverty and some of the organizations that 
are trying to alleviate it in a dignifying way. The students had significant interactions with people and had the 
opportunity to discuss their experiences during group time at night using resources from a mission trip student 
journal they received and can keep as a reminder of the week. Fun times were had in the evenings after working 
hard during the day. We went to a water park, a trampoline park, the children's museum and an Indian's game. I 
wanted to thank Janice Shiffer for saying, ñYes,ò early in the planning process to make this week possible, and 
for putting up with me as we drove caravan style through the city. Thanks to Travis Fox at Bill Abbott's for do-
nating the use of two vans for the week, so we could get from place to place with space. This also made the 
week possible,  as it enabled us the transportation to get there! Thanks to Traci (Travis' sister) who had the 
group over for pizza, helped with planning, and got the group tickets for the baseball game. Another thank you 
to those who offered help, thoughts and ideas, and prayed for our safety and a good week. More thanks are due 
for the Christian Education committee for seeing this through and rallying the students. Finally, one last thank 
you is due for a church that has done "go and serve" trips in the past that we get to continue in that heritage of 
loving God and loving others, putting our faith into service, learning through doing and interaction, and growing 
in grace and love. 

A Bittersweet Goodbye 
I must admit, I didnôt expect to be writing my farewell article to you so soon. It 
seems like yesterday I started working at FPC! Iôm thankful for every moment 
Iôve been your church secretary. Thank you for your patience and kindness, as 
well as your willingness to teach me not only the ins and outs of  my job, but to 
better myself as a person. Iôll always remember how you cared about me as a 
human being, not just as an employee. Thank you—One of the hardest things 

about moving to Canton is leaving such a warm, kind, and welcoming congregation and work environment. 
Getting to know the people of FPC is one of the things for which I am most grateful. Random office conversa-
tions with those of you that dropped by are some of the highlights of my time here! It truly is a very bittersweet 
goodbye. Although Micah and I are moving on to new opportunities, please know that I will miss FPC very 
much! In fact, I miss you already. Youôve made every day here a gift; Godôs blessings to each and every one of 
you. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
 
Andrea Garnett 

Hello to all! 
Iôm very excited to start my new position as church secretary!  I reside in Monticello with my husband Darin 
and twin 7 year olds, Nolan and Sabrina. I was born in Wisconsin and grew up in the Chicago Suburbs, then 
moved with my family to the Tolono area as a teen. I graduated from Unity High School, then obtained a Asso-
ciates Degree in Administrative Assistant with Legal Concentration from Parkland College. I have previous 
work experience as a legal assistant/paralegal and in the past few years I have enjoyed working from home as a 
Search Marketing Specialist. I absolutely love Monticello, I enjoy taking the kids to the Allerton library and 
local parks.   

I look forward to meeting everyone! 

Sarah Christman 



The Clown Report                     By Butterfly the Clown 
 
Vacation Bible School is coming soon, and—the Jesters are looking forward to it! The VBS Directors 
have invited the clowns to perform, for the ñCelebration Night,ò on Thursday, July 28, at our church.  
The Troupe is happy to appear for VBS, but—we need to plan and rehearse for the event. The clowns 
will meet on Sunday, July 24, immediately following our morning Worship service. So, until then, we 
hope you can keep cool and comfortable! 
 

 Until next timeé.ñButterflyò (The Clown) 

Congrats, Lana! 
Congratulations to Lana Morgan, our nursery attendant, who was selected as the next recipient of 
a Habitat for Humanity house in Piatt County. The Ground Breaking Ceremony took place on 
June 5. If you want to volunteer to help build the house, come to 764 N Piatt St, Bement, Satur-
days from 8 a.m. to noon. Lunch is provided! Congratulations again on your new house, Lana! 

Book Discussion Group on Tuesday Evenings this Summer 
In our everyday lives we ñbump up againstò those who are hurting – family, friends, co-workers. If you have often 
wanted to reach out but didnôt know what to say or how to comfort them, here is an opportunity to discover some 
specific suggestions and practical examples of what to say and do. 
 
The First Presbyterian Church Stephen Ministers will conduct an adult education discussion group based on the 
book ñDonôt Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart: How to Relate to Those who are Suffering.ò Open to all members and 

friends of FPC, the group will meet on seven Tuesday evenings in June, July and August, spe-
cific dates to be determined. If you are interested, please let Paula Connelly or someone in the 
church office know as soon as possible so we can order a book for you.   
 
ñDonôt Sing Songsò by Kenneth Haugk, a pastor, clinical psychologist and founder of Stephen 

Ministries, will touch your heart,  expand your thinking, and guide you in gently bringing 

Christôs loving care to hurting people when they need it most. 

Celebrate on July 3rd! 
July 3rd will be Patriotic Sunday—Please come and help us celebrate! 
 

West Virginia Disaster PDA Response 
Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it. 
ðSong of Songs 8:7 
Our hearts, prayers and thoughts go out to the people of West Virginia in the wake of cata-
strophic flooding. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has deployed the National Response Team to 
support the Presbytery of West Virginia and Synod of the Trinity as they begin outreach to those 
affected. If you want to contribute: share your financial blessings by designating gifts to 
DR000191—Disaster Relief—U.S. Flooding. Gifts can be made online, by calling (800) 872-
3283, or by mailing a check to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), PO Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 
15264-3700. You can also text PDA to 20222 to donate $10.  

Ministry Partner Event! 
This Friday, July 1 starting at 7pm, A Small Hand, will be at the movie night on the square. Any conces-
sions sold will benefit the diaper pantry for Piatt County! The movie will be ñMINIONS!ò 

tel:%28800%29%20872-3283
tel:%28800%29%20872-3283
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